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patriarch, but as the Porte objects to this on the ground of
foreign interference in a matter over which it exercises a
certain amount of control, he must practically content him-
self with attending the ceremonies, preceding and succeed-
ing. The election of any united patriarch must have the
confirmation both of the Porte and of Rome. Members
of the united churches may, for their own advantage, play
patriarch and delegate off against each other. In the
latter part of the nineteenth century the Maronite monks of
the Congregation, of the Libnaniyeh or Beladiyeh withdrew
from the jurisdiction of the patriarch, placing themselves
under the protection of the delegate. It is said, however,
that repentance soon followed this change of allegiance
when the delegate attempted to dictate in the election of
the abbott-general. The power of the delegate appears
to have greatly grown since 1852, when Churchill wrote of
his influence among the Maronites as being slight, and re-
ferred to the despotic authority of the patriarch, against
which there was no appeal. Every Maronite enjoys to-day
the right of final appeal to Rome. A long-standing quar-
rel between the nobles and people of Rishmaya, in the
Lebanon, arising from the insistence of the sheikhs on
their alleged rights to bury their dead In the parish church,
was settled at Rome in favor of the people.
Papal authority in Jerusalem and Palestine is exercised
by a line of Latin patriarchs, re-established as a local Insti-
tution in 1847. As the united bodies are very sparsely
represented in the Holy Land proper, the jurisdiction of
the patriarch is chiefly extended over the Latin community
of a few thousand members, consisting of Europeans, of
native descendants of the Crusaders, and of other natives
whose ancestors were Maronites. The custody of the holy
places of Palestine is in the hands of the Franciscans, whose
Immunities, granted by the Mameluke sultans, are honored
by the Ottomans.
The first papal missionary work on a large scale among
the Eastern churches appears to have been that conducted
among the Nestorians of Malabar, to which reference has

